
 

 

Important Upcoming Dates 
 

Team RELM News 
Welcome 

to 5th 
Grade!  

 

Here are a few 
reminders: 

ü When emailing about 
changes in your child’s 
dismissal, please include all 
team members and the 
office staff: 
 
erimmler@branchburg.k12.nj.us 
kelvis@branchburg.k12.nj.us 
jlandry@branchburg.k12.nj.us 
nmanger@branchburg.k12.nj.us 
lmastalski@branchburg.k12.nj.us 
dmolinaro@branchburg.k12.nj.us 
 
 

üCheck out our webpages for 
daily homework and 
reminder updates! 

Tips on Helping Your Child with 
Organization! 

*Your child should be using a “Pack-Up Post-it” Daily, where 

he/she records the materials that are needed to pack-up 

throughout the day. This way when the student gets to the 

locker, he/she knows exactly what to pack-up. This same 

“Pack-Up Post-it” can be used to re-pack your child’s 

backpack at home once homework is complete. 

*Each morning. have your child review the schedule for 

the day in the Agenda, so he/she knows what to expect for 

the day when they arrive at Stony Brook. 

*Have a “Homework Conference” each night with your 

child, where he/she shows you the Agenda and completed 

homework assignments together. 

October 3&12 November 
4, 7, 8, & 9 
Team RELM 

Parent Teacher 

Conferences 

November 10-11 

Schools Closed for 
Teacher 

Convention 

F A L L  2 0 1 6  

Schools Closed for 
Rosh Hashanah & 

Yom Kippur 



 

 

 

Language Arts 
Ladies! 

Reading 
The beginning of the year brings new 
excitement to the world of Reading. As 5th 
graders, our first unit will be Interpretation 
Book Clubs. Our reading focus will be 
exploring Realistic Fiction texts to analyze 
theme, character change, and develop 
specific textual evidence in support of our 
developing theories. Students will grow these 
ideas in their Readers Notebook, using our 
mini lesson topics and “Resource” additions. 

Our authors will begin their 5th grade publishing 
portfolio by writing Small Moment Narratives.  These 
narratives will hone in on bringing a special moment in 
the writer’s life alive for the reader. Some techniques 
that the students will develop are adding tension and 
drama to their story, “exploding a moment”-telling it 
bit by bit, and developing a theme in their story. We 
will be calling on our parents to help provide effective 
feedback using our rubric and checklist tools. Stay 
tuned! 

In the month of September , the students took the 
Deve lopmenta l Spe l l ing Assessment (DSA) to pre-assess 
the ir current Word Study know ledge. Based on the resu lts, 
students wi l l work on patterns and features to meet the ir 
needs as word investigators. Students have Word Study 
assignments that they beg in in class and then fin ish 
prior to their assessment . Students are encouraged to 
review their words and sorts each n ight with a parent . 

Writing 

Word Study 

This year Ms. Manger, Ms. Rimmler, 

and Mrs. Elvis wil l be leading the way 

in the world of Language Arts for the 

Team RELM students. We are thril led 

to be on this journey in facil i tating 

l ife-long readers and authors! 

Language Arts 
Nook 

 

*Thank you to our Team RELM parents for all of your support, 
partnership, and enthusiasm over the past few weeks. We are looking 
for a wonderful school year with you and your children! * 



Mrs. Barnett 

4th Graders Want to Know! 

 The 2016-2017 school year is upon us and since the first day of school many 

kids are wondering what 4th grade will be like.  Some of the students in 4-BaKo 

asked questions about field trips, science, math and other special events that will 

take place this year.  So for those of you who want to know, here are some 

answers. 

 What will we learn in math?  In the Everyday Math series, 4th graders will 

learn many new skills such as measuring angles, multiplication of 2 digit by 2 digit 

numbers, long division, multiplying a whole number by a fraction and converting 

measurements.  Another focus will be on using many strategies to solve 

problems.   

 What will we learn in science?   This year marks some new science units 

which follow the Next Generation Science Standards.  See this website for more 

information:  http://www.nextgenscience.org/.  Fourth graders have begun 

learning about names and uses of plant and animal structures.  This unit will be 

followed by a study of energy, waves, rock formations and fossils, weathering and 

erosion, and the Earth and human activity.  In addition, several STEM (science, 

technology, engineering, and math) challenges will be posed throughout the year 

to reinforce critical thinking and teamwork.   Kids already tackled one by using 

only a sheet of paper, scissors, and tape to make the longest paper chain possible! 

 What field trips will we go on?  Last year, each 4th grade class visited 

Liberty Science Center, Waterloo Village, and Trenton.  While in the state capital, 

students had the opportunity to see the Old Barracks, State House, and State 

Museum.  The trips will most likely be the same this year.  

 What other fun days will there be this year?  Later in the year students will 

have the opportunity to participate in events such as the Science Fair, Field Day, 

the Memorial Day Celebration, as well as cheering on the teachers and 5th graders 

during the Annual Kickball Game.  The Spelling Bee and Poetry Contest are other 

fun activities to look forward to.  

  It will be a busy, enjoyable, and educational year! 

http://www.nextgenscience.org/


  

Mrs. Debraski 

 

We are READy for a great year in the Library 
 

 

SBS has a terrific library that includes books, 

audiobooks, magazines, Playaways (self-

contained audiobook), DVDs, and access to online 

encyclopedias and resources. Students have 

Library once per cycle and will be able to check 

out these items.  4th graders have been especially 

excited to discover all that we have and it has 

been wonderful to hear their chatter as they 

excitedly point out books to their friends. 

 

Did you know you can access our library catalog 

from home? Visit the Library’s page under the 

“Departments” section of the SBS website and 

click on Catalog.  Our catalog showcases new 

items and featured titles. Everyone is eagerly 

awaiting the newest title by Raina Telgemeier 

(Ghosts), and the newest titles in the Diary of a 

Wimpy Kid and Dork Diaries series. 

 

One of the things we have talked about in our 

library classes is making connections with each 

other through books.  I encourage you to chat with 

your children about what they are reading and occasionally read along too. It can be a 

wonderful way to share and connect! 

 

Students are developing confidence in using our library and making their own choices about 

what to check out.  As we move forward all students will be learning to use our online resources 

responsibly and effectively.  I am looking forward to a wonderful year and to helping your child 

connect to an amazing world of information, authors, and stories! 

 



 

 

News from Mrs. Koehler’s Resource Room 

         Did you ever want to learn your Time Tables quickly and easily and never forget them? 

Well, you can by reading the book The Times Tables the Fun Way! Our class is, this year! 

 The Times Tables the Fun Way uses a picture-story method. This method uses a picture 

and a silly story that describes the numbers of the multiplication fact. For example, “when it’s 6 

x 8, 6 is the chef and the cake is in the shape of an 8. The cake is “for the eight.” (48). Once the 

stories are learned, students are able to recall the answers to the facts easily. There are stories 

for almost all the facts. Learning these facts becomes fun and exciting! And yes, the kids really 

learn these stories! 

 Mastery of the times tables is one of the largest mathematical hurdles students will 

encounter in school. This approach has been one of my most successful methods in teaching 

multiplication facts to “special needs children.” Mastery of these facts is expected by the end of 

third grade. 

 Additional materials that reinforce these concepts include an activity book and 

flashcards. 

 Whether you are “brushing up” on forgotten facts or learning the times tables for the 

first time, this method will provide the tool necessary for success. 

 The Times Tables the Fun Way is written by Judy Liautaud and Dave Rodriquez. It is 

published by Key Publishers, Inc. 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwil3tWtzpTPAhVH5iYKHXdABW0QjRwIBw&url=https://portales3rd.wordpress.com/math/&psig=AFQjCNENZoXUv9NxzmLAHsYhT6IN699dyQ&ust=1474140158814241
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi_s8zdzpTPAhWIRiYKHWWpBOwQjRwIBw&url=https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=air.FlashTimesTables&psig=AFQjCNENZoXUv9NxzmLAHsYhT6IN699dyQ&ust=1474140158814241

